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Welcome to a new depart-
ment in H o ri zo n s!

In each issue of H o ri zo n s,
“ Working for Justice and Pe a c e ”
will highlight some aspect of
h ow members of PW addre s s
the biblical call for  justice and
p e a c e.

Every day, a choice faces each one
of us—a choice that may affect

the global community.We choose
whether or not we will follow the
biblical charge found in Isaiah 1:17,
“learn to do good; seek justice, rescue
the oppressed; defend the orphan,
plead for the widow.”That choice can
be costly. It takes an investment of
our time, effort and money to truly
work to correct oppression within
our society.There are no guaranteed
outcomes.At times, we wonder if the
result is really worth the price we
have paid for it.

Many doubts plagued Jane Jones, a
member at Westminster Presbyterian
Church of Olympia,Washington,as
she began a new and exciting project
in September of 2002. Jane learned
that the social work office where she
served as director was closing.
Management gave her the choice
between a severance package and
transferring to a neighboring city.
She chose to remain in Olympia and
pursue and idea she had two months
earlier—establish a free medical clinic
in her hometown.

Jane had no experience in the
health care industry and no
professional contacts in Olympia.She
had serious doubts about whether
her project was feasible. However,
Jane heard a “persistent message from
God,” telling her to work for people
who are marginalized and pursue a
more just society.Throughout this
process,her church family has
affirmed her and the work she has
accomplished.

On March 30, 2 0 0 4 ,t h e
Neighborhood Free Medical Clinic
(NFMC) opened. Joy and excitement
is evident when Jane describes the
success of this project that God has
given her. P re s c ription dru g
c o m p a n i e s , the health community and
local citizens have generously donated
to the pro j e c t .T h rough these
d o n a t i o n s , NFMC opens one night a
week and provides health care and
p re s c riptions for up to 25 patients per
n i g h t .T h ey often have a one-to-one
ratio of vo l u n t e e rs to patients.T h e
need exists for NFMC to expand by
opening another site in a differe n t
section of their city or acquiring a
t r aveling health va n .

Jane reflects “ T h roughout the last
f ive months [since the clinic’s steeri n g
committee was founded] amazing,
miraculous things have happened to
b ring this ministry to where it is now.
The only conclusion I can come to is
that it was bound to happen, that it
t ruly is a God thing.” She feels that her
faith and sense of call have been
s t rengthened and encouraged by this

p rocess she never would have
e nvisioned two ye a rs ago.

As the Neighborhood Fre e
Medical Clinic continues to serve new
p a t i e n t s , their needs will grow. B eyo n d
their desire to expand, the clinic
c u rrently needs funding for the
p re s c riptions they prov i d e. C o n s i d e r
sending a donation to the
Neighborhood Free Medical Clinic,
P. O. B ox 8711, L a c ey,WA 98509.

To work for justice and peace
w h e re you live, listen for the unmet
needs in your commu n i t y.To re s e a rc h
the status of ministries like NFMC in
your area or find out how to start one
yo u rs e l f, contact the National
Association of Free Clinics, P. O. B ox
8 1 4 8 ,A s h ev i l l e, NC 28814; 8 2 8 / 2 5 9 -
5 3 0 0 ;i n f o @ n a f c l i n i c s . o r g ; or visit the
Web site for the Free Clinic
Foundation of A m e rica at
w w w. f re e c l i n i c. n e t.

Amy Robinson lives in Cincinnati, Ohio,
and serves on the justice and peace
committee of the Churc h w i d e
C o o rdinating Team of PW.

R e g i s t e red nurse Judy Burchett checks the blood pre s s u re of
patient Michael Ya r b e r, 22, while Dr. J. Ross Tanner talks with
him at the Neighborhood Free Clinic in Lacey. 

www.pcusa.org/pcusa/horizons/hrznjlag04/mosaic.pdf
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