








Read the entire book of Genesis.

• For Lesson 1, read Genesis 1 and 2.

• For Lesson 2, read Genesis 3.

• For Lesson 3, read Genesis 4:1–16.

• Between Lessons 3 and 4, read Genesis 4:17–26 and chapters 5– 11.
• For Lesson 4, read Genesis 12, 18:1–15, and 20.
• Between Lessons 4 and 5, read Genesis 13–15, 17, 18:16–33, and 19.
• For Lesson 5, read Genesis 16 and 21:1–21.
• Between Lessons 5 and 6, read Genesis 21:22–34.
• For Lesson 6, read Genesis 22.
• Between Lessons 6 and 7, read Genesis 23.
• For Lesson 7, read Genesis 24–25, 27, and 29–32.
• Between Lessons 7 and 8, read Genesis 26, 28, and 33–36.
• For Lesson 8, read Genesis 38.
• Between Lessons 8 and 9, read Genesis 46–49.
• For Lesson 9, read Genesis 37, 39–45, and 50.
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Instructions for Small Groups

Group 1: Lesson 1 (Genesis 1:26–2:25)—Focus on the people God created.

Group 2: Lesson 2 (Genesis 3)—Focus on Eve.

Group 3: Lesson 3 (Genesis 4:1–16)—Focus on Cain.

Group 4: Lesson 4 (Genesis 12:1–20; 18:1–15)—Focus on Sarah.

Group 5: Lesson 5 (Genesis 16; 21:1–21)—Focus on Hagar.

Group 6: Lesson 6 (Genesis 22:1–24)—Focus on Abraham.

Group 7: Lesson 7 (Genesis 25:19–27; 27:1–29, 41–45)—Focus on Rebekah.

Group 8: Lesson 8 (Genesis 38)—Focus on Tamar.

Group 9: Lesson 9 (Genesis 37:2–8, 12–28, 36; 41:38–45; 42:1–3; 45:4–11; 50:15–21)

—Focus on Joseph.

[“The doctrine of providence] says that the loving, just, and powerful God who first 
made heaven and earth continues to uphold, protect, rule over, take care of—provide
for—God’s good creation and each one of us” (Shirley Guthrie, Jr., Christian Doctrine,
Louisville, Ky.: Westminster John Knox, 1994, p. 166).

Discuss the following questions. Make sure you allow adequate time for responding 
to each question.

1. According to your passage, what do you think was God’s ultimate intent for 
this person?

2. What unfolds for this person as the story develops?

3. Do you think this person sees that part of God’s plan is accomplished or fulfilled
through her or him? If yes, at what point do you think she or he realizes this?

In your group, read your assigned passage(s) silently or aloud. Groups with long passages or
multiple passages should divide readings among group members and ask each group member
to summarize what she read for the benefit of the entire small group.


