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The Centurion’s Slave 
Jubilee! Luke’s Gospel for the Poor 

Lesson Two, Handout One 
 

Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant 

After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. A 

centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill and close to death. When he 

heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave. 

When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, ―He is worthy of having you 

do this for him, for he loves our people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.‖ And Jesus 

went with them, but when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, 

―Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; therefore I 

did not presume to come to you. But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. For I 

also am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‗Go,‘ and he goes, 

and to another, ‗Come,‘ and he comes, and to my slave, ‗Do this,‘ and the slave does it.‖ When 

Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, ―I 

tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.‖ When those who had been sent returned to 

the house, they found the slave in good health. 

—Luke 7:1–10 

 

The Healing of Naaman 

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with 

his master, because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty 

warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl 

captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman‘s wife. She said to her mistress, ―If only 

my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.‖ So 

Naaman went in and told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had said. 

—2 Kings 5:1–4 

 

So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha‘s house. 

Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, ―Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall 

be restored and you shall be clean.‖ But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, ―I 

thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his 

God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, 

the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be 

clean?‖ He turned and went away in a rage. But his servants approached and said to him, 

―Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done 

it? How much more, when all he said to you was, ‗Wash, and be clean‘?‖ So he went down and 

immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh 

was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean. 

—2 Kings 5:9–14 

 

See page 2 for questions. 
 
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Handout accompanies Suggestions for Leaders, Lesson Two, Jubilee! Luke’s Gospel for the Poor, the 2008–2009 Horizons Bible 

study, published in 2008 by Presbyterian Women, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Louisville, Kentucky. All rights reserved. 
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Questions 
1. What are some similarities between the two healing miracles? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are some differences? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why do you think that Luke describes Jesus‘ ministry in ways that recall the work of Old 

Testament prophets? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Which part of Luke 4:18–19 does this healing illustrate? Which part of Luke 7:22? 

 

 


