Joshua: A Journey of Faith

Lesson One
Participant Handout 1

Explore

Skim your section for responses to these questions. Look up the relevant Bible passages, and include in your responses what you already know of these stories.

Group One: From Abraham to Joshua—A Just God Who Keeps Promises (p.17)
· What promises to the Israelites did God keep before Joshua became their leader?

· What promises is God keeping in Joshua?

Group Two: A God Concerned for the Oppressed (pp. 17–18)

· How did God show care for the oppressed before Joshua became the leader of the ancient Israelites?

· How does what happens in the book of Joshua show God’s care for the oppressed? 

Group Three: A God Who Is Holy (p. 18)

· How did God show holiness to the Israelites before Joshua’s leadership?

· How does what God does in Joshua show God’s holiness? 

Group Four: A God Faithful to the Covenant (pp. 18–19)

· How did God keep the covenant with Israel before Joshua became their leader?

· What aspects of God’s covenant with Israel is God keeping in Joshua? 
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Empower

All: In the Hebrew scriptures, God is a God of compassion and mercy:

Reader One: But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. (Psalm 86:15)

Reader Two: The Lord is near to all who call on [the Lord], to all who call on [the Lord] in truth. (Psalm 145:18) 
Reader Three: [The Hebrews] refused to obey, and were not mindful of the wonders that you performed among them; but they stiffened their necks and determined to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and you did not forsake them. (Nehemiah 9:17)

All: In the New Testament, God, in Jesus, offers compassion and mercy:

Reader One: But while [the prodigal son] was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ (Luke 15:20b-24a)

Reader Two: As [Jesus] went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. (Mark 6:34)

Reader Three: Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’ (Luke 23:34)

All: In the Hebrew scriptures, God punishes disobedience:

Reader One: And the Lord's anger was kindled against Israel, and [the Lord] made them wander in the wilderness for forty years, until all the generation that had done evil in the sight of the Lord had disappeared. (Numbers 32:13)

Reader Two: When you have had children and children's children, and become complacent in the land, if you act corruptly by making an idol in the form of anything, thus doing what is evil in the sight of the Lord your God, and provoking [the Lord] to anger, I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that you will soon utterly perish from the land that you are crossing the Jordan to occupy; you will not live long on it, but will be utterly destroyed. The Lord will scatter you among the peoples; only a few of you will be left among the nations where the Lord will lead you. (Deuteronomy 4:25–27)

Reader Three: If you transgress the covenant of the Lord your God, which [the Lord] enjoined on you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, then the anger of the Lord will be kindled against you, and you shall perish quickly from the good land that [the Lord] has given to you. (Joshua 23:16)

All: In the New Testament, God punishes disobedience:

Reader One: Then [the Son of Man] will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. (Matthew 25:41–46)

Reader Two: But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. For [God] will repay according to each one’s deeds: to those who by patiently doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, [God] will give eternal life; while for those who are self-seeking and who obey not the truth but wickedness, there will be wrath and fury. There will be anguish and distress for everyone who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek . . . . (Romans 2:5–9)

All: In the Hebrew scriptures, God invites repentance and return:

Reader One: Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. (Ezekiel 18:30–32)

All: In the New Testament, God invites repentance and return:

Reader One: While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now [God] commands all people everywhere to repent, because [God] has fixed a day on which [God] will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom [God] has appointed, and of this [God] has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead. (Acts 17:30)
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Examine and Explore

Make two groups. Assign the following sections:

Group One:
Skim the lesson section “What We Know About Joshua, the Person” on pages 28–29.

Group Two: 
Skim the lesson section “Conditions for Success in Christian Leadership” on page 32–33.

Find the good qualities of leadership that Joshua demonstrates. Identify and discuss the scripture references, selecting one word or phrase that represents each quality. If group members find evidence of additional leadership qualities in Joshua, include them. Be prepared to present your findings to the whole group and offer examples. As you do so, go to the figure of Joshua and write your one word or phrase on an appropriate part of the body—mouth, heart, hands, feet, brain, etc.  
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Examine

Group 1:
The event of the crossing of the Jordan River, led by the ark of the covenant 

(Joshua 3:2–17; 4:14–18; 5:1; cf. Exodus 14:21–29)

Group 2: 
The event of the erection of a memorial of twelve stones

(Joshua 4:1–9; 19–24; cf. Exodus 24:3–4)

Group 3:
The event of the circumcision of the Israelites

(Joshua 5:2–9; cf. Genesis 17:9–14)

Group 4: 
The event of the celebration of the Passover

(Joshua 5:10–12; cf. Exodus 12:1–14, 21–27)

Skim the story of your event in Joshua and the related passage listed. Then discuss these questions:

· What was the purpose of the original “event” as recounted in Genesis/Exodus?

· What might the writer’s purpose be in establishing a connection between the original event and the entry into the land? 

· What might the connection between the two mean to those who recall their beginnings hundreds of years later while in exile?
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Empower—Closing Ritual

Joshua 4:19–24

The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they camped in Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. Those twelve stones, which they had taken out of the Jordan, Joshua set up in Gilgal, saying to the Israelites, “When your children ask their parents in time to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel crossed over the Jordan here on dry ground.’ For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you crossed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we crossed over, so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, and so that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”

(Participants select one smooth stone and place it in the fishbowl as a reminder that the mighty God of Joshua is present with each one and present to this gathered community through baptism.) 

Closing litany:

Leader: God said: “. . . I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 
Genesis 28:13–14
Participants: The Lord is mighty. I am a child of God.

Leader: God said: “Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go." 
Joshua 1:9b

Participants: The Lord is mighty. We are God’s people. We will remember our baptism.
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Examine

God’s Promises to Abraham and Sarah and Their Descendants

Reader One: [God said,] “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Genesis 12:2–3
All: You are a God who keeps promises.

Reader Two: “On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.’” 
Genesis 15:18–21
All: You are a God who keeps promises.

Reader Three: “The angel of the Lord also said to [Hagar], ‘I will so greatly multiply your offspring that they cannot be counted for multitude.’ And the angel of the Lord said to her, ‘Now you have conceived and shall bear a son; you shall call him Ishmael, for the Lord has given heed to your affliction.’” 
Genesis 16:10–11  

All: You are a God who keeps promises.

Reader Four: [God said to Abraham] “I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. And I will give to you, and to your offspring after you, the land where you are now an alien, all the land of Canaan, for a perpetual holding; and I will be their God.” 
Genesis 17:6–8
All: You are a God who keeps promises.

Reader Five: “And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan; and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. Abraham rose up from beside his dead, and said to the Hittites, ‘I am a stranger and an alien residing among you; give me property among you for a burying place, so that I may bury my dead out of my sight . . . [E]ntreat for me Ephron son of Zohar, so that he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he owns; it is at the end of his field. For the full price let him give it to me in your presence as a possession for a burying place’ . . . Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham . . . ‘No, my lord, hear me; I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it; in the presence of my people I give it to you; bury your dead.’ Then Abraham . . . said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, ‘If you only will listen to me! I will give the price of the field; accept it from me, so that I may bury my dead there’ . . . and Abraham weighed out for Ephron . . . four hundred shekels of silver . . . So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east of Mamre, the field with the cave that was in it and all the trees that were in the field, throughout its whole area, passed to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the Hittites . . . After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah facing Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. The field and the cave that is in it passed from the Hittites into Abraham's possession as a burying place.”
 

Genesis 23:2–4, 8–15, 16–20

All: You are a God who keeps promises.

Reader Six: “The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, ‘Do not go down to Egypt; settle in the land that I shall show you. Reside in this land as an alien, and I will be with you, and will bless you; for to you and to your descendants I will give all these lands, and I will fulfill the oath that I swore to your father Abraham. I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven, and will give to your offspring all these lands; and all the nations of the earth shall gain blessing for themselves through your offspring, because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.’” 
Genesis 26:2–5
All: You are a God who keeps promises.

Reader Seven: “And the Lord stood beside [Jacob] and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’” 
Genesis 28:13–15  

All: You are a God who keeps promises.

Reader Eight: After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying, “My servant Moses is dead. Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the Israelites. Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I promised to Moses.”
 Joshua 1:1–3  

All: You are a God who keeps promises.

Reader Nine: “Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, ‘Pass through the camp, and command the people: ‘Prepare your provisions; for in three days you are to cross over the Jordan, to go in to take possession of the land that the Lord your God gives you to possess.’’ To the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua said, ‘Remember the word that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, ‘The Lord your God is providing you a place of rest, and will give you this land.’’ Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you beyond the Jordan. But all the warriors among you shall cross over armed before your kindred and shall help them, until the Lord gives rest to your kindred as well as to you, and they too take possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving them. Then you shall return to your own land and take possession of it, the land that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you beyond the Jordan to the east.’” 


Joshua 1:10–15

All: You are a God who keeps promises.

Reader Ten: “Joshua said, ‘By this you shall know that among you is the living God who without fail will drive out from before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites: the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is going to pass before you into the Jordan.’”


Joshua 3:10–11  

All: You are a God who keeps promises.

Reader Eleven: “While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.”



Joshua 5:10–12

All: You are a God who keeps promises.
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Explore

Group One: Read the section “The Land Is a Gift,” along with the passages cited from Joshua. Look for the author’s explanation of how the Israelites and God viewed the “land of promise.” 

Discuss any new ideas presented by the author, beyond what was found in Genesis and Joshua. Write them on the bottom of the newsprint list of what God promised, and be prepared to present them to the whole group.

Group Two:  Examine the last paragraph of the section, “What Are the Boundaries of the Land of Promise?”

Discuss each of the author’s claims about the land. Be prepared to tell the whole group what you learn about the Israelites’ view of the “land of promise.”
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Examine

Group One:  Deuteronomy 7

Group Two:  Deuteronomy 9:1–7

Group Three:  Joshua 6

Group Four: Joshua 7

Group Five: Joshua 8:1–28

Group Six: Joshua 10:16–43

Group Seven: Joshua 11

Skim your assigned text and answer these questions:

1. What does this text say about God’s involvement in the conquest of the land? Look at what God says or does. Make a list.

2. If the text states why God says or does these things, note that here.

3. Note here who God’s actions or words are against or for.
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Examine and Explore

Follow the directions for your group. Be prepared to report your responses to question 4 only.

Group One—The Story of Rahab

1. Read aloud Joshua 2:1–24.

2. What decisive actions does Rahab take, to what end, and for what reason?  

3. Read aloud Joshua 6:22–25.

4. What might becoming an “insider” mean for Rahab and her family? Wonder aloud how their lives might be shaped by leaving behind life among the marginalized and the poor, for a life among the Israelites. 

Group Two—Rahab in the New Testament

1. Briefly retell the story of Rahab as it is found in Joshua. 

2. Read aloud Matthew 1:1–6a; Hebrews 11:1–3, 29–31; and James 2:24–26.

3. What new do we learn about Rahab? Long after Rahab’s one appearance in Israel’s story, for what is she remembered? What does she exemplify in each of these three remembrances of her?

4. Rahab is remembered both for her faith and for her works. In what ways do each of those help to make her an “insider” in Israel?

Group Three—Rahab in our Lesson

1. Divide and review silently the sections “Rahab’s Story,” “Rahab’s Character,” “Rahab’s Faith,” and “A Sign of Hope.” 

2. Briefly summarize aloud the basic action of each story, then name the most important insight you find in each story and its message in Joshua. 

3. List characteristics or actions that recommend Rahab to us. Then list characteristics or actions that might cause us to disapprove of her.

4. Discuss why you think the story of Rahab is present in Joshua. What message does her story give us?

Group Four—The Story of the Gibeonites

1. Read aloud Joshua 9:3–27.

2. Review the story: What were the Israelites expected to do to all inhabitants of the land?  To what lengths do the Gibeonites go to avoid that treatment? What is the result of their actions for them? For Israel?  

3. There seems to be tension between Joshua and the leaders and the rest of the Israelites (vs. 6–8, 17–19, 26). Why might Joshua and the leaders respond differently to these outsiders than the Israelites as a congregation?

4. Joshua and the leaders “made peace with them, guaranteeing their lives by a treaty; and the leaders of the congregation swore an oath to them” (9:15). As the story unfolds, what might we surmise about why this treaty and oath are more binding than God’s instruction to destroy all the inhabitants of the land?
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Examine and Explore

Directions for Group One: The Cities of Refuge Rock!

1. Read aloud Joshua 20.

2. Read aloud the first four paragraphs of “What are the Cities of Refuge?” in this lesson.

3. Discuss what you learned. Be prepared to describe to the whole group what the cities of refuge are according to the Bible.

4. Prepare a list of people who need symbolic cities of refuge today. List five places that could serve as cities of refuge for people who might need them today. 
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Examine and Explore

Directions for Group Two: Moses Has Our Backs

Imagine yourselves in the land of Canaan after the time of Joshua. Seeing that many of the vulnerable in your community are ignored or taken advantage of, you decide to actively advocate on their behalf. Using these texts as your guide, make a case for providing protection and justice for all by proclaiming the policies of Israel’s hero, Moses. Be prepared to present your case to the whole group.

Exodus 23:1–9

You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with the wicked to act as a malicious witness. You shall not follow a majority in wrongdoing; when you bear witness in a lawsuit, you shall not side with the majority so as to pervert justice; nor shall you be partial to the poor in a lawsuit. When you come upon your enemy's ox or donkey going astray, you shall bring it back. When you see the donkey of one who hates you lying under its burden and you would hold back from setting it free, you must help to set it free. You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in their lawsuits. Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent and those in the right, for I will not acquit the guilty. You shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the officials, and subverts the cause of those who are in the right. You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart of an alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.

Leviticus 19:15

You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor.

Deuteronomy 10:17–19
For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of Lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.

Deuteronomy 16:18–20

You shall appoint judges and officials throughout your tribes, in all your towns that the Lord your God is giving you, and they shall render just decisions for the people. You must not distort justice; you must not show partiality; and you must not accept bribes, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of those who are in the right. Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, so that you may live and occupy the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

Deuteronomy 24:10–22

When you make your neighbor a loan of any kind, you shall not go into the house to take the pledge. You shall wait outside, while the person to whom you are making the loan brings the pledge out to you. If the person is poor, you shall not sleep in the garment given you as the pledge. You shall give the pledge back by sunset, so that your neighbor may sleep in the cloak and bless you; and it will be to your credit before the Lord your God. You shall not withhold the wages of poor and needy laborers, whether other Israelites or aliens who reside in your land in one of your towns. You shall pay them their wages daily before sunset, because they are poor and their livelihood depends on them; otherwise they might cry to the Lord against you, and you would incur guilt. Parents shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall children be put to death for their parents; only for their own crimes may persons be put to death. You shall not deprive a resident alien or an orphan of justice; you shall not take a widow's garment in pledge. Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this. When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all your undertakings. When you beat your olive trees, do not strip what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not glean what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I am commanding you to do this.
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Examine and Explore

Directions for Group Three: The Prophets Pay It Forward

You are members of the board of the “Crisis Ministry,” an organization in your community that distributes food, rent and utilities assistance, and offers job loss counseling and job training for the poor. Using these texts as your guide, make a case for a fundraising appeal to churches in your area based on the cries of the prophets. Be prepared to present your case to the whole group.

Isaiah 30:18

Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him.

Isaiah 42:1–4

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Isaiah 61:1–2, 8
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations . . . For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.

Jeremiah 9:23–24

Thus says the Lord: Do not let the wise boast in their wisdom, do not let the mighty boast in their might, do not let the wealthy boast in their wealth; but let those who boast boast in this, that they understand and know me, that I am the Lord; I act with steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, for in these things I delight, says the Lord.

Jeremiah 22:3

Thus says the Lord: Act with justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the oppressor anyone who has been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place.

Ezekiel 18:5–9

If a man is righteous and does what is lawful and right—if he does not eat upon the mountains or lift up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, does not defile his neighbor's wife or approach a woman during her menstrual period, does not oppress anyone, but restores to the debtor his pledge, commits no robbery, gives his bread to the hungry and covers the naked with a garment, does not take advance or accrued interest, withholds his hand from iniquity, executes true justice between contending parties, follows my statutes, and is careful to observe my ordinances, acting faithfully—such a one is righteous; he shall surely live, says the Lord God.

Amos 5:21–24

I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Micah 6:6–8

“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
Joshua: A Journey of Faith

Lesson Seven
Participant Handout 2

Empower

Closing Litany

Leader: For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of Lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 10:17–19)

All: For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for [the Lord]. (Isaiah 30:18b)

Leader: “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before [the Lord] with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” [The Lord] has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:6–8)

All: For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for [the Lord]. (Isaiah 30:18b)

Leader: Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. (Amos 5:24)

 All: For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for [the Lord]. (Isaiah 30:18b)

Leader: Thus says the Lord: Do not let the wise boast in their wisdom, do not let the mighty boast in their might, do not let the wealthy boast in their wealth; but let those who boast boast in this, that they understand and know me, that I am the Lord; I act with steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, for in these things I delight, says the Lord. (Jeremiah 9:23–24)

All: For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for [the Lord]. (Isaiah 30:18b)

Leader: Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you; therefore [the Lord] will rise up to show mercy to you. (Isaiah 30:18a)

All: For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for [the Lord]. (Isaiah 30:18b)
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Examine and Explore

Today’s lesson contrasts an understanding of God’s gift of rest as it is presented in Joshua with an understanding of rest in the letter to the Hebrews in the New Testament. Read your assigned texts and follow the instructions for your group.

Group One: “Yes It Was” Group 

1. Read Deuteronomy 3:20–22; 12:1–11; 25:17–19; Joshua 1:13–15a; 11:23; 21:43–45; 22:1-6; 23:1.

2. Using these scripture passages and the lesson section, “Rest, in the Book of Joshua,” describe what rest means and make a case for its accomplishment in Joshua. Be prepared to present your findings to the whole group. 

Group Two: “No It Wasn’t” Group

1. Read Joshua 13:1–6; 15:63; 16:10; 17:12-13; Judges 1:1.

2. Using these scripture passages and the lesson section, “An Incomplete Rest,” make a record of the evidence that the “rest” the Israelites hoped for was not completely achieved. Be prepared to present that evidence to the whole group. 

Group Three: “Another Idea of Rest” Group

1. Using Hebrews 3:1–4:16 and the lesson section, “Rest, According to the Book of Hebrews,” write a definition of rest and an explanation of what it is based on. Be prepared to present your findings to the whole group.
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Examine

Covenant Handout

Covenants serve as ways to maintain relationship with God. Made at God’s initiative, they call people to be in relationship with God.

The Main Features of Promissory Covenants:

· modeled after promises made by kings or rich landowners to subjects or servants who had demonstrated special loyalty

· usually entailed giving land or some special blessing to the recipient

· no obligations are imposed on the recipient—the covenant is unconditional

Major Examples:

1. The covenant made by God with Noah—God initiates an unconditional covenant with a promise to save Noah’s family: “But I will establish my covenant with you; and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you”(Gen. 6:18). The promise is extended to Noah’s descendants forever: “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you . . . that never again . . . shall there be a flood to destroy the earth” (Gen. 9:9, 11)

2.
The covenant made by God with Abraham—God promises to make of Abraham a great nation, a great name, and a pledge that Abraham would be a blessing to all nations (Gen 12:1–3). God also promises land (Gen. 17:4–8).

3.
The covenant made by God with David—God promises David a great name, a place for Israel, a house, offspring who will continue to rule, and the establishment of his kingdom forever (2 Sam. 7:8–16).
The Main Features of Suzerain Covenants:

· recital of the past history of the suzerain with the vassal

· stipulations of a more-powerful king, a suzerain, spell out the responsibilities of the suzerain and of another less powerful king, a vassal
· a public declaration and posting of the covenant is made

Major examples:

1. The covenant made by God with Moses and the people of Israel—God reminds Israel that God delivered them from slavery in Egypt (Exodus 20:2); the stipulations of the suzerain (God) spell out the responsibilities of the suzerain and of the vassal (Israel) (Exodus 20:3–23:33); the covenant is declared and posted (Exodus 24:1–8).
2. The covenant made by God with Joshua and the people of Israel—God reminds Israel of their deliverance from Egypt, their protection in the wilderness, and the gift of land (Joshua 24:2–13); stipulations of the suzerain (God) follow, which include the responsibilities of the vassal (Israel), in Joshua 24:14, 19–23 and the responsibilities of God, in Joshua 24:19–20); the covenant is declared and posted (Joshua 24:18b, 21–27)
