MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR BIBLE STUDY

How to use the 2009–2010 Horizons Bible Study

By Joyce MacKichan Walker

Joshua: A Journey of Faith

Lesson One—Who Is the God of Joshua?

Joshua 1:1–9; 23
· In the very beginning of Joshua, we are told that Moses is dead, and Joshua, formerly Moses’ assistant (Josh. 1:1), will be the new Moses. Moses asks God for a leader to succeed him and God has decreed that it will be Joshua (Num. 27:18–23). Moses has “laid his hands on [Joshua] and commissioned him,” (see also Deut. 34:9) and therefore, as the book of Joshua begins, God promises, “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you nor forsake you” (Josh. 1:5b). If you recall stories about the great leader Moses, and compare them to what Joshua does in this book, you will find many connections and similarities. Invite participants to explore some of the similarities between what Moses does with and for the Israelites and what Joshua does in this book. The New Interpreter’s Study Bible (Nashville, Tenn.: Abingdon, 2003, p. 310) has a helpful list:

… [T]he many acts done by both men: leading the people across boundary waters; guiding them into and through a new territory; sending out spies; engaging in military campaigns; ordering circumcision; celebrating the Passover; receiving the command to remove their sandals; delivering the Law (Moses) or writing a copy of it (Joshua); allocating territory to tribes; designating cities of refuge; and instituting a covenant ceremony.

Ask: Why might it be important many hundreds of years later, for Israel, now in exile, to connect Joshua so closely to Moses? What examples can you think of where being connected to a former great leader was helpful to a successor? In what ways are these connections helpful to the successor? Think about and name a historical character you admire whom you would be proud to emulate or be compared to. What about that person do you admire and hope to embody?

Lesson Two—A Leader Is Called

Joshua 1:2–18; 24:1–15
· Recognizing and calling out women’s leadership is a gift that PW and various women’s groups can offer the church and the world. Using the list of important qualities of leadership offered by Raymond Brown in the last section of the lesson, “Embracing God’s Gifts to Lead,” (p. 33), ask participants to think of women they know who demonstrate these leadership qualities but are not already actively exercising them in God’s service. Once you have created a list of women, discuss how you might call them into more active service by naming and affirming their leadership qualities and identifying specific places they might serve.

· Distribute thank you notes. Ask participants to write a note to a woman they see exercising leadership qualities, identifying the quality they see and telling the recipient it is a leadership quality named in this lesson.

Lesson Three—Entry Into the Land

Joshua 3–5

· Using Joshua as an example of called and empowered leadership, the following statements can be made about leaders called by God:

· A leader’s “. . . gifts, training and experience [are] fused into a dynamic force by the touch of God.”

· Leaders “. . . [keep] the people informed about what [is] going to happen.”

· Leaders are “. . . connected inseparably to those they hope will follow.”

· “Leaders must help their followers ‘own’ the plan, understand it as their own, see it as something they adopt rather than as something they are compelled to accept.”

· “. . . [T]he superb leader [is] also a faithful follower.”

For each of these statements, name someone in your PW or church who demonstrates this characteristic of leadership. Then tell stories of times you saw these characteristics demonstrated in your PW or your church. Which one of the five most closely describes a characteristic of leadership you practice? Which characteristic of leadership would you like to practice?

Lesson Four—The Land of Promise, or the Promised Land?

Joshua 1:2–3, 10–15; 5:10–12
· Look together at the maps on the special pullout section. These show us the boundaries of the land the Israelites inhabited over time. Note that the author suggests it is possible that Israel never really controlled all of what makes up contemporary Israel and Palestine. Then read aloud, “In Context: The Land of Promise,” on page 47. Invite participants to reflect on the writer’s suggestion “to avoid unnecessary controversy and incorrect theology” by using “the land of promise” instead of “the promised land” when referring to Canaan. Do they find this helpful? Why or why not? Will they intentionally make an effort to follow this advice? Why or why not?

Lesson Five—Can War Be Holy?

Joshua 6:1–8:28; 10:16–11:23
· For the Key Idea on page 52, the author quotes from the basic principles of the National Council of Churches USA. Here is a portion of the open letter sent to President-elect Barack Obama on November 5, 2008. Pay special attention to the three basic principals mentioned.

“Mr. President-elect, the 45-million Christians represented by the member communions of the National Council of Churches stand ready to work with you to respond to the realities that a loving God places before us each day. In doing so, we are guided by several basic principles:


that those living in poverty are deeply loved of God;

that all God's people are entitled to equal opportunities for justice, shelter, education, and health care;

and that war, even when it is necessary to defend ourselves or the weak or the oppressed, is never the will of God.1

This lesson addresses the singularly most difficult question that has been raised about and by the book of Joshua. If, indeed, war is never the will of God, what do we make of the picture of war in this book? After working your way carefully through this lesson, talk with your group about whether or not they believe the question of God-sanctioned war and herem (complete destruction), has been adequately addressed for them. The discussion questions provided in the lesson will help you, as will the PC(USA) statements on war. You might conclude the discussion by asking participants to say how this question has been answered for them, or what questions they still have if it has not. 

Lesson Six—Outsiders Become Insiders: Rahab and the Gibeonites

Joshua 2:1–24; 6:25; 9:3–27
· Tell the story of a time you were torn between claiming commitment to your faith and being hospitable to or welcoming someone whose beliefs were different from your own.

· There were times in Israel’s history when leaders not only exhorted, but forced the people to protect their pure identity and reject foreign influence. Immediately after the exile, Ezra led the people in a pledge to reject foreign wives and children. What unique features of that time might have contributed to the ceremony described in Ezra 10? How does that practice contrast with God’s promise to Abraham to be the “father of many nations”? What do you believe most guides us for our own time and why?

· Get copies of the document, Guidelines for Interfaith Conversation: Presbyterian Principles for Interfaith Dialogue from the PC(USA), and consider how to host an opportunity to have substantive interfaith conversation among women in your own community. Visit www.pcusa.org/interfaith/study/principles.htm to download copies.

Lesson Seven—God’s Concern for Justice: The Cities of Refuge

Joshua 20:1–9; 21:13–41
· Go to www.centurionministries.org, the website for Centurion Ministries in Princeton, New Jersey, an organization that works for the release of the innocent who are imprisoned on death row or are serving life sentences. Read the mission statement and the process of case selection, then review some of the cases by clicking on “cases” at the top of the web page. Get in touch with Centurion Ministries and thank them for the incredible work they are doing. How might you support their work financially, and with your prayers?

· Who in your own community needs places of refuge? Identify two or three such situations and invite small groups to create role–plays that demonstrate the great need. Follow this with a response that reflects God’s concern for justice.

· Search a hymnal or Bible for justice messages made by the prophets. Examine the opportunities to proclaim God’s justice in song.

Lesson Eight—The Place of Rest

Joshua 21:43–22:9; Hebrews 3:1–4:11
· Examination of what it means to find rest in God might lead us to other sources that either describe this rest or invite us to this kind of rest. You might sing these two hymns, watching for their idea of rest and discussing the kind of rest suggested:

Presbyterian Hymnal #207
“How Lovely, Lord”


Presbyterian Hymnal #212
“Within Your Shelter, Loving God”

Each of these hymns praises God’s gift of rest in worship, both personal and communal. 

Ask: What kind of rest do you find in worship? What kind of rest do you long for and why?

· Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Mt. 11:28–29), and “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while” (Mk. 6:31). What kind of rest do you think Jesus was talking about? If you could go to a deserted place all by yourself and rest a while, what would “rest” consist of for you? What would be difficult about resting? What would help you rest?

Lesson Nine—The Challenge of God’s Covenant

Joshua 23:14–24:28
· To be a part of the covenantal relationship with God is to choose whom we will serve. The book of Joshua has not only invited us to choose God, but has also pointed us toward the ultimate covenantal partner—Jesus Christ. In the waters of baptism we remember the covenant and the fact that we are claimed for all time as God’s own. In the Lord’s Supper we recall and rely on that promise; remember the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; celebrate forgiveness of sin; and rejoice that our eyes are drawn toward God’s ultimate reign in glory. Wonder together how this study has helped women recognize that they belong to God.

1 www.ncccusa.org/news/MK.presidentelect1.html





