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Introducing the 2012–2013 Horizons Bible study

Dispatches to God’s Household: The General Epistles
By Nancy Benson-Nicol

With Suggestions for Leaders by Magdalena I. García

The six books of the New Testament explored in this
study—1 and 2 Peter, 1–3 John, and Jude—teach us
what it means to live in community, what it means to
belong to the household of God. A subset of New
Testament letters known as the General Epistles, these
letters were written to be shared and read aloud in
early Christian communities.

During the time in which the authors of these letters
lived, believers regarded one another as members of
God’s family. Thus, a guiding and powerful metaphor
in these epistles is the understanding of family—what it
means in the world of the Roman Empire as contrasted
with the more expansive idea of being a member of

God’s household through the Holy Spirit.
These letters were meant to inspire and comfort the

faithful in first-century Asia Minor, and they continue
to speak to us today as we grapple with how to live in
community as disciples of Christ.

While often comforting, they also are challenging.
Nancy Benson-Nicol invites us to “walk into the
breach” as we embrace the ultimately hopeful and
transformative message of these dispatches to God’s
people—through Jesus Christ, God calls us to live as
sisters and brothers, serving one another in truthfulness
and love as members of God’s household.

Nancy Benson-Nicol is a teaching elder in the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). She has served as chaplain
at University of the Ozarks for the past six years. Prior
to that, Nancy served congregations in Arkansas and
Michigan. A native of Pennsylvania, Nancy holds a
bachelor of arts degree from Swarthmore College with

majors in sociology, anthropology and religion. She
holds a master of divinity degree from Harvard Divinity
School. While at Harvard, Nancy served in The
Memorial Church under the direction of the late Peter
J. Gomes. Nancy was featured in the July 2004 issue of
Presbyterians Today in “40 Under 40: Ones to Watch.”

English edition—HZN12100; $8.00
Large-print edition—HZN12150; $12.00

(available spring 2012)

Ecumenical edition—HZN12102; $8.00
(available spring 2012)

Audio CD—HZN11172; $15.00/set
(available summer 2012)

Spanish edition—HZN12110; $8.00
(available summer 2012)

Korean edition—HZN12120; $8.00 (available summer 2012)

Charm/pendant—HZN12300; $10.00

Workshop for Leaders—HZN12101; free
(also a free download at www.pcusa.org/horizons)

Bulletin cover—free download at www.pcusa.org/horizons

Supplemental materials—stay tuned for a complete
listing of supplemental materials, or visit us online
at www.pcusa.org/horizons!

Dispatches to God’s Household companion DVD—
Nancy Benson-Nicol on video, teaching each lesson
of the study! Includes questions and discussion
starters, lesson summaries, and main points outline
for each lesson. HZN12103; $20.00
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Did you know that you can receive a copy of Dispatches to God’s Household: The General Epistles as part of your
subscription to Horizons magazine? Subscribe by April 1, 2012 to receive this study (subscribe after April 1 and
receive the 2013–2014 Horizons Bible study as part of your subscription). Call toll-free 866/802-3635, or visit
www.pcusa.org/horizons.
To place your order for Bible studies and other PW materials, call Presbyterian Distribution Service (PDS), 800/524-
2612 or order online at www.pcusa.org/store. Prices do not include shipping and handling (10% of order total;
$5.25 minimum, $65.00 maximum). Although not anticipated, prices and availability may change without notice.


